ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM 
THE ANARCHIST LABOUR MOVEMENT 
PRINCIPLES OF REVOLUTIONARY UNIONISM 


Revolutionary Unionism is based on the class war and holds that all workers must unite in industrial 
I e unions that fight for our liberation from the double yoke of capital and the state. Its goal is the re-organ- 
isation of society on the basis of Anarcho-Syndicalism, which can only be achieved by the revolu- 
tionary action of the working class. Considering that only the industrial unions of the working class are 
capable of reaching this objective, revolutionary unionism addresses itself to all workers in our capac- 
ity as producers, as creators of social wealth, so that it will take root and develop in our class in oppo- 
sition to the so-called "workers' parties", which it declares incapable of the economic re-organisation of 


society. 
I I Revolutionary Unionism is the sworn enemy of all economic and social monopoly. It aims at the abo- 
e lition of privilege by the establishment of economic communes and administrative bodies run by the 


workers in the fields, factories and offices, forming a system of free councils without subordination to 
any power or political party. Revolutionary unionism poses the economic re-organisation of production 
as an alternative to the politics of states and parties. It is opposed to the government of people by oth- 
ers and poses self-management as an alternative. Consequently, the goal of revolutionary unionism is 
not the conquest of political power, but the abolition of all state functions in society. Revolutionary 
unionism considers that the disappearance of the monopoly of property must also be accompanied by 
the disappearance of all forms of domination. Statism, however camouflaged, can never be an instru- 
ment of human liberation and, on the contrary, will always be the creator of new monopolies and priv- 
ileges, whatever their basis. 


I I I Revolutionary Unionism is opposed to all hierarchies, privileges and oppressions, not simply those 
e that are economic in origin. It recognises that oppression can be based on race, gender, sexuality or 
any other perceived or actual difference, and that these oppressions both must be fought for their own 
sake, and because they are fundamental to the maintenance of capitalism. However, all oppression, 
whatever its origin, has an economic aspect and is based on a power relationship. Concepts of "equal- 
ity" which fail to recognise this fact, and any attempt to fight discrimination without also attacking hier- 
archy and privilege based on class will chiefly benefit hitherto excluded sections of privileged classes, 
and will not end discrimination against those without class privileges, even where they achieve some 
short term gains. 


lV. Revolutionary Unionism has a twofold function. It carries on the revolutionary struggle in all coun- 

e tries for the economic, social and intellectual improvement of the working class within the limits of pres- 
ent day society. It also seeks our self-education so that we will be able to competently manage the 
processes of production and distribution through the socialisation of all wealth. Revolutionary union- 
ism does not accept the idea that the organisation of a social system based exclusively on the pro- 
ducing class can be ordered by simple government decrees. It affirms that it can only be obtained 
through the common action of all manual and intellectual workers, in every branch of industry, by self- 
management, in such a way that every region, factory or branch of industry is an autonomous part of 
the economy and systematically regulates, on a determined plan and on the basis of mutual agree- 
ment, the production and distribution processes according to the interests of the community, and the 
needs of the environment. 


V. Revolutionary Unionism recognises the need for production which does not damage the environ- 

e ment, and which seeks to minimise the use of finite resources, and wherever possible to use sustain- 
able alternatives. It identifies the drive for profit, rather than ignorance, as the root of the present envi- 
ronmental crisis. Capitalist production must always seek to minimise costs in pursuit of an ever- 
increasing rate of profit in order to exist, and cannot protect the environment. In particular, the world 
debt crisis has accelerated the drive towards cash crops at the expense of subsistence farming. This 
is responsible for rainforest destruction, famine and disease. The fight to save the planet and the fight 
to destroy capitalism must go hand in hand or both will fail. 
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Revolutionary Unionism is opposed to all organisational tendencies inspired by the centralism of the 
state and church. These can only prolong the survival of the state and authority, and they systemati- 
cally stifle the spirit of initiative and any independence of thought. Centralism is the artificial organisa- 
tion that subjects the so-called lower classes to those who claim to be superior. Centralism leaves the 
affairs of the whole community in the hands of a few - the individual being turned into a robot with reg- 
ulated movements and gestures. In the centralised organisation, the needs of society are subordinat- 
ed to the interests of a few, variety is replaced by uniformity and personal responsibility is replaced by 
unquestioning obedience. It is for this reason that revolutionary unionism bases its vision of society on 
a wide federalist organisation, an organisation which works from the bottom to the top by uniting all 
forces in the defence of common ideas and interests. 


Revolutionary Unionism rejects all parliamentary activity and all collaboration with legislative bodies. 
It holds that even the freest voting system cannot bring about the disappearance of the clear contra- 
dictions at the centre of present day society. The parliamentary system has only one goal: to lend a 
pretence of legitimacy to the reign of falsehood and social injustice. 


Revolutionary Unionism rejects all arbitrarily created political and national frontiers and declares that 
what is called nationalism is the religion of the modern state, behind which are concealed the material 
interests of the ruling classes. Revolutionary unionism recognises only economic and regional differ- 
ences and demands for all groups the right to self-determination without exception. 


It is for these reasons that Revolutionary Unionism fights against militarism and war. Revolutionary 
unionism advocates anti-war propaganda and the replacement of permanent armies, which are only 
the instruments of counter-revolution at the service of capitalism, by workers’ militias which, during the 
revolution, will be controlled by the workers' unions; it demands, as well, the boycott and embargo of 
all raw materials and products necessary to war, with the exception of a country where the workers are 
in the midst of a social revolution, in which case it is necessary to help them defend the revolution. 
Finally, revolutionary unionism advocates the preventative and revolutionary general strike as a means 
of opposing war and militarism. 


Revolutionary Unionism supports direct action and supports and encourages all struggles that are 
not in contradiction to its own ends. The means of struggle are: occupations, strikes, boycotts, sabo- 
tage, etc. Direct Action is best expressed through the general strike, which must, from the point of view 
of revolutionary unionism, be the prelude to the social revolution. 


While Revolutionary Unionism is opposed to all organised violence of the state, it realises that there 
will be extremely violent clashes during the decisive struggles between the capitalism of today and the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist society of tomorrow. Consequently, it recognises as valid that violence that can 
be used as a means of defence against the violent methods used by the ruling classes - both existing 
and aspirant - during the social revolution. As expropriations of the land and the means of production 
can only be carried out and brought to a successful conclusion by the direct intervention of the work- 
ers' revolutionary industrial unions, defence of the revolution must also be the task of those unions, not 
of a military or quasi-military body independent of them. 


It is only through the economic and revolutionary organisations of the working class that it will be pos- 
sible to bring about our liberation, and to generate the necessary creative energy for the re-organisa- 
tion of society on the basis of Anarcho-Syndicalism. 
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